A London Fancy canary circa 1850
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Wonderful news. A specimen”of a London Fancy canary dated to circa 1850 has come to light; the holy grail for canary historians. We can thank Hein van
Grouw for the discovery; he seems to have made a speciality of investigating birds that became extinct. (1)

Hein’s photograph of the bird was first published in the August 2020 edition of De Witte Spreeuwen (the magazine of the KBOF, the Flemish bird keepers’
federation) to accompany a pair of articles written by Didier Mervilde. | only became aware of the bird because Didier kindly sent me copies of the magazi-
nes. | considered it a major discovery and Rob Innes, editor of Cage & Aviary Birds, agreed. You can find the news report in this week’s issue (September
2).

News report from Cage & Aviary Birds 2 September 2020.
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the specimen had been prepared
and mounted about 1850 “We were
visiting & frend and he showed us
his taxidermy collection,” he said.
“I recognised it straight away and
was rather excited abowt it My
friend was a bit ‘disapposnted” as, i
his opinion, he had rarer spec
mens of fish by John Cooper than
the canary.”

https://finespangledsort.com/a-london-fancy-canary-circa-1850/

The Cooper name was still in use up
10 about 1960.
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