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Engraving discovery could be early example
of the world’s oldest canary breed v
CANARES

A 1748 GERMAN canary engraving
may be the oldestknown ilheeradon
of the Limrd, predadng an early
English illustration by almost a cen-
tury, repors reader Huow Evans,
The excitng discovery in
2017 by Micha el Monthofer,
aGetmanaurhmaﬂcmm

clear cap combined with dark mark-
ings on i back, dark wings and i,
and a grovnd colour similar w0 thae
of asilver Lizard canary.

The ing was published in
Cermany in 1748 and produced by
ardst Johann Daniel Meyer (1713

1762), who worked in Nuremberg, a
major cenire for publishing works
on natural hiswory during the eighi-
eenth cenmry, [t raies the quesdon
whether the Limrd canary org-
nawed in Germany, rater than
France or England, which both have

After careful study Michael came
to the conclusion that the bird was
‘a Lizard, or at least very Lizard-

like — Huw Euvans

claims w be the birhplace of the
breed.

Mr Monthofer's Bodings are
published in the German birdkeep-
o5 uion magazine, Der Vigelieumd

“Collecdng  old canary hird
booke from England, France, ey,
Metherlands, Spain, Germany and

orherco‘u.nmahaabeeumhobhy
since 1974 Mr Monthofer wold

Cape & Awvigry Birds “My special
mntherwtbﬂgofcm

Huw Evans ¥ia his blog on the Lon-
don fancy and Lizard
canary. Mr Evans com-
mented that  Johann
Dandel Meyer's engrav-
ing i inwiguing. He
s “Afver careful study

comclusion that the bird

was 2 Lizard, or at least very Lizard-
like",

“I think he was right v be cau-

thous because for all the similarides

uﬂlﬂmlmﬂcaﬂatyrhem:hﬂ@

I.xzs.t\d cmmamﬂm

A NOTE FROM HUW

MIGHAEL Monthoter's discovery is
the lrestaxample of the contribution
that Eropean enthusists v
made o cur knowlsdge of the oldast
British breads. The dizcovery of the
cldest krown stuffed speciman of
tha London fancy (AR, Septembar
2, 2020) came thanks o Hain van
Gmuw [the Natheriands) and Didier
Menvilda (Bakgium).

V4

LR T T

Zw yerisy Vorsisilung das Cansrionvegels (Prassataion of 2 palr of canary birds)
5 /IS 8 pAIr of CAMATHS LOgather W M4ir sioatotans. This 1748 sngraving by Jobaon

1 imbet MEer Wk dlisconerad by Michas! Monthor
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(& BIRDKEEPER AT LARGE, ...

N A COUPLE of months, | will
celebrate B0 years of braeding
zebra finches and Bengalese
inthe second phase of my
birdkeeping carear —the first
being as a junior some 26 years
before. This long experience has
taught me the importanca of record
kaeping. | think it was the late,
lamented Aoy Stringer whao once
pesad the question: *If your
birdroom was on fire, what would
you sawe first?" The anawer is to
sane as many binds as you can, of
course, but for many, ncluding me,
the nest priority ks to save your
records. The majority of birdkespers
kaep ther records i a drawer in
the birdrom.
There are a number of reasons
why recard keeping iz impartant,

nit least of which is o avoid the
arcidental pairing of two birds that
are foo chsely related, Occasiomally,
2 breeder might want to do this
delberately for some specific
reasan, but in the main that should
be avoided.

Another reason i when you are
irying to bulld a particular strain
or strains of birds, for which
knawing the pedigres of your

alzo useful when gelling birds to

you chooss elther to kesp good
reconds or frust lady luck.

For me an essential part of record
keeping is the ringing of the bids |
braed. | believe the Budgerigar
Sockety was the frst fo champion
closzd ringing of young birds, but |

_| Knowing the
bints & essantltosuceses. e pecligree of your birds is

arerianden oeaenuk  €5Sential to success
knowledgeably about when the

birds were bred, from which pair, am uncertain about the date,

etc. Somme bresders, especially of Cartainly, the ZF5 has for almost 70
the zebra finch, Ik to combine years adopted the practios, with the:
several mutations —marnyof which  National Bengalese Fanciers

may be autnzomal reczssive in their
genetics —into one bind, and here

Mssociation follwing on just a faw
years kter, Brilish native bird

bresaders have akso nesded to ring
their youngsters. tt szems
increasingly that canary breaders
are naw ringing their young birds
too, These chzed ringz come with &
aurprising amaurk of information
stamped an them, so that each ring
i unique. It can tell you who
was the actual breader of the
bird, and how ol it is fio the
nearest year). For the breader,
the ring has a saquertial
number which can be copied
tothe record back. One
argument used i the past
against ringing s that even within a
species (budgerigars, zebras ate)
teday's top exhbition birds tend to
be bigger and have thicker legs,
whereas those birds bred for
pleasure or for their interesting

combination of mutations tend to be
smaller and hawe thinner lgs. From
a couple of years ago, the ZF5 and
NEFA have been offering twa sizes
af ring to accommedate this
problem. Anather objection has
besn that as birdkespers pat older
our fingers start to stiffen orwe
develop arthritis, | have that
problem, but still ing my birds
avery year, it just takes a litle
langer than & used to.

My message to fanckers who
don't yetring their youngsters is:
*ring the cranges, ring your binds!”

Dennis Webster s 2 panel judye
for the Zebra Finch Socisty:

Birdkeeper at Large
returss on April 28




